Both the authors are plastic surgeons, but both have very wide experience also of the primary treatment of the injuries which, when inadequately dealt with, provide the plastic units with some of their most difficult and sometimes insoluble problems. Hence a large part of the book concerns early treatment, and it is here that it makes its widest appeal. True experience is only accumulated by personal trials and errors; this book aims to reduce the latter, an aim in which it will certainly succeed. It takes for granted a little more knowledge than the newly qualified casualty officer can possess, but it will make easy and profitable reading for registrars and their seniors. This little book, by the Consultant PRdiatrician of the Bath Clinical Area, is founded on 42 cases of illness in children diagnosed as suffering from brucella infection, an infection which has usually been regarded as uncommon in children, though there is now some reason to doubt this. This account is, therefore, of value both because it draws attention to the possibility of this diagnosis in children, and also for the interesting clinical features described. But for most workers in this field its value will be greatly reduced by the author4s employment of diagnostic criteria in which the intradermal test, the rise in agglutination titre following this test, and the response to treatment with antibiotics carry far more weight than is generally considered justifiable (see for instance Third Report, Joint F.A.O./W.H.O. Expert Committee on Brucellosis). If the number of missed cases of undulant fever in this country is to be reduced to a minimum and Many patients saved from inappropriate treatment or stignatization as "neurotics" it will be necessary to steer a middle course between the rejection of all cases in which the organism cannot be isolated, and the opposite policy (adopted by the present author and by Dr. H. J. Harris of New York State, who contributes an introduction) of spreading the net so wide that the whole diagnosis of the disease is in danger of being brought into disrepute.
BrucelLa Infection and Undulant Fever in Man. By Sir Weldon Dalrymple-Champneys, Bt. (Pp. xii+ 196; illustrated. 25s.) London: Oxford University Press. 1960. This book is based primarily on the author's record of 1,500 cases seen personally by him during the period 1929-1957, but an account is given of the disease as it occurs in other countries and reference is made to most of the important published work, particularly as it affects the disease in human beings.
A concise account is provided of brucella infection in man covering the history of the disease, the nature of the infecting organism, the animal reservoirs from which it is derived, the incidence, clinical features, diagnosis and prognosis in man, together with prevention and treatment.
The author presents his material in a vivid and interesting manner, with independence of thought and a broad epidemiological outlook, attaching due weight to the general and to the exception. This is a took which can be recommended to all interested in brucella infection. Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959 . This book consists simply of a short review of fluorometric methods for estimating adrenaline and noradrenaline in plasma by a method modified from that of Weil-Malherbe and Bone. Some evidence is produced to justify the specificity of this method, though no complete answer is given to the criticism that the results are not always correlated with biological assays and that the fluorescence reaction is known to be nonspecific and perhaps rather variable in different hands. However, the authors use this reaction to measure the adrenaline-like substances present in the plasma in a variety of conditions both clinical and experimental. The main clinical conditions studied are phmochromocytoma, hypertension of various types, haemorrhage and mental disorder. It cannot be said that anything very striking has come out of these studies and some of the results are perhaps surprising, even in cases of phaeochromocytoma where the position has seemed fairly clear. They claim that,
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